Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #121



Call to Worship and Silent/Corporate Prayer
Brothers and Sisters: Our help is in the name of the Lord … Doesn’t forsake wks of His hands
  



Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #111
“O give the Lord wholehearted praise” Verses 1,3,5,7
Please remain standing as we profess our Christian Faith using the Apostles Creed. 

Please be seated, and turn to Heidelberg Catechism LD 7  pg.19 Forms and Confessions







 
Reading:
James 2:14-26
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer: (pray for local fire, police, emergency services)
Song of continued worship and Praise #138   “With grateful heart my thanks I bring”
Scripture Reading: 
Ephesians 2:1-10
Let’s now cont. To worship as we give our Firstfruits to the Lord thru His Tithes & our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come .
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #423
“For all the saints” Vs 1,2,4,6
Sermon Text:
Heb 11:1-10, 32-40
 
Sermon Title: 
“What is faith?”
Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #444
“My faith looks up to Thee”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#525
“Now unto Him”
Morning Sermon: “What is Faith?!”



Heidelberg #7
Text:  Hebrews 11:1-10, 32-40
Reading:   James 2:14-26; Ephesians 2:1-10
Introduction:
 Children, imagine that you went on a long walk with your parents… And after quite a few kilometers, you were getting tired and your parents were tired, and you realize that you were a long way from home….  Imagine that just at that moment, that I was driving past and saw you and pulled over to offer you and your family a ride home. If you and your family all agreed that it was too far to walk back, and we had the room for everyone who was with you (let’s say we had our big blue van)… what do you think would happen?

If Everyone says… Oh Yes, we would love a ride back to the house… would you all then keep walking down the road? NO!! If you actually believed and trusted me to give you a ride – you wouldn’t walk away… you would get in the van and buckle up, right?! The same is true of Faith. If you actually have faith – then you will USE Faith in your life and you will be different… too often, people claim to have faith even as they walk away from God!
(Review) Last time we were in our Heidelberg series, we looked at the Hebrews 10 & 2 to see the Perfect Middle-Man: Jesus Christ! We saw the divinity & humanity of Christ which enabled Him to make sinners like us perfect thru His sacrifice. What thousands of years of animal sacrifices were unable to do, Jesus did in His once for all offering of Himself on the cross! The Shadows couldn’t save or help sinners except to give them the dark outline of what Christ would accomplish… And when He finally came, He accomplished a complete salvation and God offers that to us freely by faith – no payment, no price, no pre-requisites… Just repent and believe and you will be saved!

This morning, we will look at the most fundamental aspect of the Gospel/Salvation/Christianity… We will ask and Answer the question: WHAT IS FAITH?! 

Of Course – HC#21 gives an excellent definition: True Faith is not only a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in His word is true; it is also a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel that out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have been granted salvation. 
Now, that is a mouthful, isn’t it!! ( I think we can take that down a bit more … Faith is God’s gift of a Saving Knowledge of, Certainty in, and Dependence upon Jesus as Our Substitute and Savior. 
  We will explore that under 3 headings:
 
I. A Gift of Knowledge
II. A Certainty of Hope

III. An Active Trust  
In some ways, Hebrews 11:1 – is the classic definition of faith – however, it refers to being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see… But I think we need to FIRST define That for which we are hoping… Which is why we are beginning with:
I. A Gift of Knowledge      
(REPEAT)
a. Please turn in your Bibles to Romans 4
 There the Apostle Paul is describing the faith of Abraham. Thus far in the chapter, Paul has already told us that Abraham believed God’s promises, and it was His Belief and trust in those Promises which was credited to Him as righteousness. So, Abraham wasn’t a righteous or perfect man – all you have to do to know that is to read the Biblical account of him in Genesis. He lied about his wife to save his own skin and allowed her to get married to another man – and that was just one of his mistakes (but 2x)! HOWEVER, by God’s grace, this man Abraham believed something which God had promised him – and God credited or gifted that belief as righteousness.

There we see that faith involved belief. Belief of some certain promise or fact from or about God. In Abraham’s case – it was God’s promise (in vs.18-20) to extend his offspring to be like the stars of the sky! He did not waver in unbelief, but believed. Therefore, faith must contain knowledge.(Some speak of an undefined “faith” based on opinion that all will turn out okay, but not based on knowledge of God or His Word – such “faith” is Presumption, and will not save!)

Paul goes on to explain more about what we need to know and believe in vs.22-25. READ 
He gives us this summary – that we need to KNOW and TRUST the Promise of God concerning Jesus. That promise is this: If you turn away from your sin, and believe that Jesus Christ lived the perfect life you can’t live, and Died the cursed Death that you deserve to Die, and rose again to secure the victory over death – then you will be saved.

Faith means that You need to have knowledge of that Promise, and you need to believe it.
b. But Paul explains something further about this knowledge in: Ephesians 2:8-10

        There Paul makes the argument that faith is a gift. To know the Promise of God is a gift of God. To Believe the Promise of God is also a gift. Jesus told one of the religious teachers of His day, “you cannot see the Kingdom of God unless you are born again.” Which we understand to mean, you can’t understand/believe unless God gives you that knowledge and ability! Elsewhere, Paul explained that the natural man off the street cannot understand the things of God because they are spiritually understood. To understand and know and believe this Promise of God – you Need His Work in your Heart first! 


I mean, think about it rationally from a non-Christian point of view for a moment… To be a Christian you say that you trust in a guy who died almost 2,000 years ago, to save you from an eternity of punishment in a place that you can’t prove exists. It all sounds pretty crazy! BUT, God in His grace, makes sinners alive by His Spirit & opens the eyes of your hearts/minds to see the Promise, to Know that it is true, and to believe it for yourselves! THAT is Faith!
BUT WAIT, THERE’s MORE… which brings us to our SECOND point:

II. A Certainty of Hope 

Faith is a Certainty of Hope       (REPEAT)
a. This is where Hebrews 11 comes in – turn back over there in your Bibles, please…
READ vs. 1-3 and vs.6
AS the NASB renders it: Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Faith has to have an element of certainty to it! If I were to ask one of you who are Christians, “Are you saved?” You should be able to answer, “Yes.” “Maybe” or “I hope so” is a scary answer! 





Having Faith in Jesus Christ, means that you are certain that He is real, He is the Savior, and that He did live, die & rise again for you. Now, that doesn’t mean that you will always equally be certain of that fact. There will surely be times in every Christian’s life when they struggle with assurance or wonder about the certainty of their salvation. Those times most frequently come after we have fallen into sin, or we are faced with a particular challenge. But the basic idea of the Christian Faith is that you actually believe and are Sure – certain – confident that this will in fact be true OF YOU! This is what our Catechism emphasizes so thoroughly:
True Faith is not only a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in His word is true; it is also a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel that out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have been granted salvation.
b. And this very certainty appears to be one of the major points of Hebrews 11
 This is called the Hall of Faith, or the Heroes of the Faith – because it gives us this incredible list of men and women who believed the promises of God, even when it should have seemed impossible for them to be true! Just Think about Abraham – He and Sarah were far too old to have children, but God promised and provided! Moses should never have survived childhood, let alone his time in Pharoah’s house, or after murdering the egyptian, and yet he did because God had a job for him to do! WE could spend a year tracing through the lives and texts about all these heroes of the faith! We won’t… but if we did such a study – you would find something powerfully important: When God’s people didn’t trust Him and didn’t believe in His power to save or provide: He didn’t – Instead, He disciplined them! The same is true in the life of the believer now… If you constantly doubt and second-guess and belittle the power of God to do the impossible – 










I hope you enjoy the problems you face, because they probably aren’t going anywhere. 
However, when you are certain that God is all-powerful, All knowing, All wise, and all loving – and you are certain that He will provide what is best – then you look with expectation to see the mighty works of the Lord – and I promise you that you will see them! 

Now, BIG FOOTNOTE on that… LISTEN TO THE FINE PRINT on that… Those mighty works which you will see,  will not always be what you wanted or prayed for…  But  God will OFTEN show you how more sickness and more pain was exactly what you needed to help you see your personal greed, pride, bad attitudes or other sin!  

And looking back you will say, “WOW!! God is awesome to reveal that to me in such a powerful way! Praise the Lord!” You must be certain/sure in your faith, for that is when you will see more of what God is doing in your life.  But we can’t discuss the certainty of faith without touching on the way your faith affects your life/actions! 

And that brings us to our THIRD point:
III. An Active Trust 
Faith Leads to An Active Trust
(REPEAT)
a. As James argues so convincingly and powerfully – Faith without works is Dead! 

You can’t have Hebrews 11 and all the certain conviction and assurance of those heroes of the faith without the list of mighty deeds that God enabled them to accomplish! And James makes the point that a true faith is much more than simply believing some facts. Those facts HAVE to affect you. TRUE Faith is a result of a changed Heart which leads to a changed life! 
You will always see a person’s heart through their words and actions. A tree is known by its fruit – good healthy fruit = good healthy tree. Good, gracious godly attitudes and actions reveal a good heart. 




      Rebellious, rude, greedy, proud or angry attitudes and actions reveal an ungodly heart! 

TRUE Faith only lives in a changed heart – and that can be seen in life. Sure, some people can fool the church into believing that they are Christians for a time (some of you here have probably done that), but eventually, your sin will find you out! 
I am sure you have heard those sayings about who You can fool (some of the people, all the time, all the people some of the time, but not all the people all the time). THEREFORE: If no true faith – it will be seen! 
However, those actions which prove that your faith is genuine, in no way add to your salvation. The actions which accompany faith do not assist in your salvation. CHILDREN … Young People… How can I explain this for you? You can understand faith as the hand which reaches out and accepts the gift of salvation. Think of a car:
Let’s say you don’t have a car, and so there you are, walking down the road. Salvation by faith is like someone coming and telling you that they will GIVE you a car… You might ask, “How much?” And they reply: “NO COST, Just take the keys and drive away…” If you don’t believe them (for whatever reason), you won’t take the keys. You won’t even reach for them, or if you do, you will simply take and drop the keys without ever using them. 
HOWEVER: If you recognize that this person definitely owns the car and has the right to give it to you… IF YOU Believe and Trust them, then you will reach out and take the keys, and drive away. That is Faith, reaching out with nothing to offer or pay back, & accepting the gift of righteousness offered to you in Christ, & living Differently!
Now… Once you have the keys, you don’t just go on about your life with no reference to that new car –  You don’t keep walking everywhere – you drive! IN THE SAME WAY… You don’t live your life just like everyone else, if you have put your faith in Christ! You don’t walk with everyone else anymore = you drive with Christ (so to speak). That is what James is getting at in James 2 – Faith without works is dead. Having keys without ever driving the car simply proves that you don’t trust the keys are real, or you don’t trust the car… either way, you are rejecting the gift!
Now this is where the example is helpful … Driving a gift car, doesn’t mean you contributed to that gift… It is not a repayment to the one who gave it to you (to drive it!). Likewise, when the Christian upholds the law, they are NOT contributing to their salvation or repaying Christ… they are simply showing that they are grateful for the gift, by using the freedom from sin that Christ purchased for them!! 
In that way, True saving Faith does Work, and Upholds the Law.  BUT Not to earn salvation – but to PROVE Salvation! For your obedience is never good enough to earn credit with God, unless it is covered in the righteousness of Christ given to you by faith! Only in Christ are we righteous! 
Conclusion:  So, What is faith? Faith is God’s gift of a Saving Knowledge of, Certainty in, and Dependence upon Jesus as Your Substitute and Savior. 
The Gospel call to repent and believe, is to stop walking your way, accept the key to Salvation’s “Car” – Jesus Christ and then Drive His way – or follow Him!







Do you know of this Promise of God?


Do you believe/trust that it is true? 










And do you trust that it is true for you – that Christ is YOUR savior?!
IF SO… Then … For Whom are you living? Yourself, or God ?! 











To use our car keys analogy… Are you walking or driving?
I STRESS THIS – Because your LIFE reveals your HEART! And that is not something that you dare neglect/ignore!

What does YOUR Life say about your profession of faith?! If you are not living for the Lord… If the church is a once a week or a few times a month thing for you… If your “faith” is skin deep – REPENT AND BELIEVE!!  
The BIBLE IS REAL! Heaven/HELL are REAL – 
The Stuff of this LIFE WILL NEVER SATISFY!



Christ is the only one who can save you! – And He saves all who put their faith in HIM!

You see… The Gospel is not a one-time thing… It is a LIFE LONG DAILY Commitment to Seek the Lord! 

And HE does Reward those who seek Him!

So… Whom or What are you seeking?! In What have you placed your faith? 

The stuff of this life?!  … or the Living and True God?! AMEN.
